-
‘‘‘‘‘

1y .
S .
Tommmr S
fite e
- .

\ %o

oS S T (B Pamas. - G e
= NOOZHOUND  |8==-
e :-n!&—:.- — f“‘...' l“;‘\‘ “": -"
T *ﬁ\ ";‘ *::‘ 1 v ..‘f‘ 3 K -
LN

60 ROUNDEL - JUNE 2011



VS b e

Prs

N et

THERE’S A NARROW WINDOW OF
OPPORTUNITY TO BUY-ONE OF BMW’S
MOST PERFECT M MODELS.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS
BY GREGORY K. BERGEY

in 1976 (yeah, you can do the math), a 1974

2002 with 28,000 miles. I will admit that
at that time, I did not even know they made
a tii variant; I was busy trying to decide
between the 2002, a 1974 Alfa GTV, and a
Porsche 914. Who knows what would have
happened had I been lured to the dark side?

Ijoined the BMW CCA shortly after that
first BMW purchase, and by the time I was
buying my fifth BMW—a 1991 E30 in
1991—1I knew all about the M3, and the
raves about its handling and race creden-
tials. But my wife was to be the principal
driver, and its boy-racer looks were not
exactly what she wanted (she has her virtues;
she will only drive a stick!), so we went with
a five-speed 325iX coupe with few regrets.

Both the tii and the E30 M3 have
deservedly achieved cult status, despite the
fact that the 1988-1990 M3 did not exactly
fly off the showroom floors when new, due
in part to its obvious racing-heritage body-
work and its price of close to $35,000. Find-
ing a good used tii these days can easily set
you back $15,000 or more, and a nice E30
M3 will be $20,000 to $30,000; and either
will probably have over—perhaps well
over—100,000 miles on the clock. Find a
less-expensive tii, and you are probably
looking at extensive bodywork (exorcising
the tinworm), or equally expensive repair
of the Kugelfischer injection system. A
cheaper E30 M3 will probably have been
tracked and thrashed and have an S14 engine
in need of expensive repair or rebuild. (I
have the related S38 engine in my E24 M6;
it’s very reliable, just expensive to fix if
poorly maintained.)

Now fast-forward to late 2009, when I
was thinking about purchasing my twelfth
BMW. My main daily driver, a five-speed
1987 E24, is showing its age and having some
rust issues. The Paul Bracq design is a clas-
sic, and the M30 engine is nearly bulletproof;
but having owned it for sixteen years, and
also having an E24 M6 in great shape which
I drive regularly, I decide to move on. What
to buy? My original plan of buying an eight-
year-old 2002 Z8 failed because they did not
depreciate normally. The average five-
year-old car retains just 34% of its value, but
unfortunately, the Z8 retained a remarkable

| bought my first BMW-—my second car—
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y wife, bless her, had always liked
IVl the E36 M coupes, but while the

concept of a small, stiff, great-han-
dling variant of the roadster was attractive,
I did not find their styling as well integrated
as it could have been (opinions on the style
of these first-generation M coupes are
bimodal and do not follow the typical
Gaussian distribution).

The E86 coupe that followed, however,
was something else. I found the E86 M coupe
attractive—this coming from the owner of
an E9 and an E24, two universally acknowl-
edged BMW design classics. Not only did I
find it much more striking than its E85 road-
ster sibling, but it was arguably one of the
nicest post-millennium BMW designs, cour-
tesy of Anders Warming. What’s more, it is
arare model; the E86 M coupe was produced
in Spartanburg from 2006 to 2008, with only
1,801 copies for the U.S.
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required for racing homologation. Some
6,447 2002tii’s were sold in the U.S.
between 1972 and 1974. Considering that
the sales windows are similar—three model
years—the numbers for the tii and E30 M3
are three to four times greater than U.S.

coupes on most days on the BMW website,
and another 60 coupes on autotrader.com.
Another search early in the summer of 2010
found 39 coupes on the BMW website, and
more than 100 E86 M coupes on Autotrader,
compared with 33 Z3-based M coupes (both

1+ ial
i

e
—
o













