Nordstagy 928 VW
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nce upon a time, long, long
ago in 1979 actually a
north German magician named
Nordstadt waved his wand over a tall
black crash hat and out popped a ful
ly-fanged 928 in Rabbit's clothing. A
145-mph VW Rabbit? Fairy tale stuff for
Sure, but this really happened. VW on
the outside, Porsche on the inside
There never really was a 928 Rabbi
because none of the very limited series
went to the U.S., but there certainly
Was a 928 Golf, which is the same
ﬂﬂﬂg with a Teutonic accent. For sim-
plicity, I'll use that title hereafter
Sincidentally, our top speed figure |s
Eno misprint either. This boxy econo-

sedan with a V8 heart
Zuffenhausen was actually
faster than the contemporary 928
Better aerodynamics, you
Perhaps a German magazine got it
right when they wind-tunneled the 928,
a shape designed by rule of thumb
They claimed it had a lower drag fig
ure going backwards, which was cer
tainly not true of the Nordstadt hybrid
What this curious combination aid
have was panache, In enormous pol
tions. Which was the purpose of the
exercise after all: advertising for a
large VW/Audi operation in Hannover
|]¢1-3-,-\.',mi by one Gunter Artz, By no
olten called
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B By itself in the country, Nordstadt's
928 VW was hard to spot.

. L i AaminG « LAA
Germany s most 1ative Vv aea

ar in those days » was open Lo just
about any
more Wolfsburg products

His white brick office with

schame wnicn woula se

black
couches ana a F“t"i'.\'t" L'il‘.l_] before the
fireplace was full of scale models of
vild but possible VW spinoffs. Severa
realized, '|]\‘.lil1:|'|.] &

10-hp Carrera

had even been
sot of five Beetles with &
RS engines replacing the rear seats in

1973. On the other hand, a 928 station

3

wagon Idea was dropped. It wouldn't
apll more VYWs, whereas a 240-hp Goll



definitely would, by association

This hand-built series was essen-
tially a marketing exercise but hardly
a loss leader, even so. Artz couldn't
have been surprised by more than
100 firm orders for the ten cars
he was permitted to build, from
the moment his wondercar was
He'd already collected
50 orders for those five 210-hp
Beetles. Fleet owners who purchased
100-plus regular Volkswagens went o
the head of the line for a 928 Galf and
a striclly

announced

savaral wanted one despite

S

secret price in the "if you have to ask
you can't afford it" category

In the end, six were sold in
Germany, two in Austria, and one
each in France and Switzerland. Two
were ordered with live-speed manual
gearboxes, the remaining eight wilth
automaltics an indication of the
board-room clientele, A mooted sec
ond ten cars apparently never maleri
alized, leading frustraled would-be
buyers (o beg for the ten winning
names so they could offer big sec
ond-purchase bonuses

The low limil was set Ly two |
Only tive of the r11_1.'||ur:.'.1|p,_ 1
ers did all these specialg |
might have been finessed |
important, Volkswagen's app,
vital Tor meeting highly com;
European registration rules, a
Woltsburg could see ten 1hey .
condone more. What they -:-‘.i\
apart from engineering inpy
test track to confirm the 1on
claim, Given the slightly mbar
figure relative to its 928, we ca
stand why Porsche wasn'l kear
the cars in Welssach

Nor did Artz buy and a
Porsche parts for the underp
Instead, he cannibalized brang

928s, selling the body pan

shops. That left him with ar
chassis, suspension, and drivetrai
ihcluding all electrics, Comi

electric windows, a powi
and central locking weri

price class

The first three cars, includ

W Top, left—Parking the Nordstadt
alongside an everyday Golf tipped the
game, although the Nordstadt car's
proportions were very nice.

W Above, left—Perhaps the rear

view was even more revealing.

M Below, left—You began to think
it might be a little wider in the hips
at that. The car's extra width meaint
special glass, which was quite

costly for just ten cars.

W Below, right— Despite the pure
VW look, nothing but the outer door
skins were actually taken from a Golf
Flared fenders were needed, but &
lot of ViNs got that treatrant
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B Top—it dooes look a littie longer
and sleekor, doesnt it7

| Abave—For Porsche spo fiors,
the telephone dial alloys with VIV
emblems could be con fusing,
ook enormao IS Care to .get avi
radius just richt explainir
drag figure. Most af tha exlra lanath
from a standard 928 whee Ibase wa
found behind the front wheael
H-’rl".ll:»l||':,.f the car was 8.5 inches widlar
than a Golf and longer by the same
amount. Height wasn'l mer

arches

wioned
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bosses might aspire to Merceacas

Engine
Displacement; 4474.cc

Horsepower: 240 @ 5250 rpm
Tarque: 267 ftiibs @ 3600 rpm
(Upgraded to 300-hp, 5.0-liter
GT engine for the final seven)

Chassis

Wheelbase: 98,5 inches
Track (f/r): 60.7/59.0 inches
Length: 1586 inches
Width: 71,7 inches

Curb weight: 3,350 pounds
Fuel capacity: 22.7 gallons
lres: 226/50VR16

Performance

U-80: 7.5 sgconds

C=100: 19.1 s ncig
[ 128 | I "

Price
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) that Germans in

£ rdle savantie: recalled the fugl
hock lrauma pearing eco-can
sClous was definitely in Many workers
had considerable

say In what their
5 Anc

) perspective, it's

BMW, for instance, made- their high-
end model badges a delete option 5o
the shop floor couldn't tell whether the
managing director was driving a base-
ling foZ:r-u:_\.-'ln'uier or the fanciest eight

A tuner in Frankfurt took the idea
even further: b+b did a brisk t)uSmﬁS
awing plain but aging 911s the Turucl
look. Later, the boss could buy a real
one in dentical colors without fearing
slashed lires in the company lot. The
clear Mordstadt aim here was thus the
best of two worlds 928 speed and
handling with VW space and surprisé
édppeal. 'Parsche's sparting reputation
as well as obvious family ties were
clearly keys to this combination

Many mi iht prefer the clean
F]'G"ITHIZIII' e I course, but there
were obviously more than 100 souls
Who would have settied happily for the
action in a more modest package G?
the road, a Nordstadt 928 Goll beat
American V8 transplants for both

s and easy revs. This WJHE.:

the ideal hinh pead luxury tourer fof
PEOple who didn't want to flaunt &
Porsche. At loast the front seat fell
Pure Porsche, apart from a better view
over the hood

Besides. owners could always
SPring a small surprise when some
small boy in g distant land asked "¢
nevitable, “What'll she do, mister?" B

Germane




